
Ballatrd News- r;sa*4
Weekly delivery to Ballard, Stutset Hill, Loyal Heights, Bltte Ridge, Olympic Manor, North Beach, Crown

ls rai|road HArbld for
bicyclists' iniuries?

By Tony Brouner ,  ,  ' . "  '

tews"r'teuuE ',' "

l c r a t  i o n sB y r o n  U o l d ,  l h c  o [
l nanage f  r l f  t he  Bu l l a r t l  

' I e r rn i '

na l  Ra, i l roacl  Cio. , , ,  says Bob
,,\nclerte'i i  irn,pre'ssos l l iul its 11
decent enough fel, low. :Andel:
t o n  i s : u o  ' ! W h i p i a s h  W i l l y , ' '
Cole said.

Ancl .Atrder:toir? an ratlof r ' lcry
who is  re,prescnt ing b icyc l is ts
rvho l rave suf ferec l  in jur ies in
fa l l s  on  the  ra i l r o l d ' s  t r a ' cks .
says Ccrl'e, is a nice g ,.too" 

' ,

Cote'ancl Andertoni have had
occasion tor talk with each othei
since the City of .Seattle told
Anderton he ought ,to take his
clients' clairns [o the railroadfs
insurance'cornpany. Anderton's
c l ients got  thc i r  b icyc le wheels
stuck in the flangeway groove
where the rail.crosses Shilshole
Avenue Northwest, just west of
the nor thern approach to the
Ballarcl Bridge.

"They [ the c i ty ]  have punted
i t , "  Ande r ton  sa id .  "They ' ve
given it over to the Ballard Ter-
m ina l  Ra i l l oad . "

Anderton said his reading of
the r:ailroad's fra'nchise agree-
rurent lvith the city puts the ,rail-
r o a d ' s  i n s u r a n c c  c o m p a n y  o n
the hook for  damages.

" ' I ' he  ag ree rnc r r t  t he  Ba l l a rd
Te r ,m ina I  Ra i { road  Co .  made
with th.e city ... is that they have
t o  h o l d  i h e  c i - t f  i r a r m l e s s , "
Anelerton s:rit l . "l t lr ink there's
an argurnent  to t ,c  rnacle that  t l ie
c i t y  h a s  a  l i a b i l i t y ,  l r u t . . .  t h e
only way the Ballard Ternrinal
R a i l L o r r d  C o .  g e t s  t h e  c i t y  t o

pon:y, up is if.the,,city is.1'00per-
cc'nt  responsible."

( ' o l e  s a i c l  h i s  c o l n p a r t y  h a s
d o n c  l l l  i 1  r ' t ' a s o n a b l )  c u n  t o
mlke lhe arca sal 'c .

" l . t 's  nol  bccuusc lve ' r ,c  c lonc
l u n y t h i n g  w r o n g . "  C o l e  s a i d .
1'Our lsspolrSihili,{y i5 sn,l,;r1 fio1
fhE mechanical ,-cross,ing,' and itrs,
per fect  . . .  the fog l i r res.  the cen-
te l  l i nes  and  the  chan r r c l i ng  o f
t h e  b i k e  w a y  i s  t h e  c i t y ' s
responsib i l i ty ,  and there 's  room
for improvement."

C o l e  s a i d  t h e  S h i l s h o l e
A v e n u e  c r o s s i n g  i s  " p r o b a b l y
the.b-esi c.losiingrin the city,."
He said the,,f langeway there i$
of minirnum dep,th and width
"because the t ra in i tse l f  cut  i t
when the:aspha'lt was sti l ' l  hot.
Show,me a smoothet:: one""

The railroad's agreement with
the city contains "standard boil-
e rp la te , "  Co le  sa id ;  and  tha t
"We didn ' t  envis ion something

llike thisl, and I don't think the
ci tv  d id.  e i ther . "

i h e  i r a z a r d  a p p e i l r s  l o  b e
ca t r sed  by  t he  ang le  i r t  wh i ch
the r:ail crosscs the load. After
severa'l bicyclists took tumbles
at  the c loss in i r .  the c i ty 's  Tran.s-
portation L)c1.r;rrtment app'l ied
decals to the pavernent  d i rect in 'g
bicyclists to cross ,the track at,a
r ieht  angle.

Whi le Co, l ,e  que,st ions , the

ci l5 , 's  p6 ' t ' r 'pn that  h is  compi t 'y
i s  l i a b i e  i ' o r  t h e  b i c y c l i s t , s '
injnries, he lri,s pa.ssed lhe rnat-
ter  a long to h is  in iurer

" T h e  c i t y  b u c k e d  a l l  t h e
claims over: to the little railroad
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company," Cole said. "We have
i n s u r a n c e  a n d  w e  t u r u e d  t h e
c la i rn  ove r  t o  ou r  i nsu ra t l cc  co ln -
pany .  May t l e  ! h ,ey l l l  paY  i t ,
maybe  they ' l l  con tes t  i t .  Who
knows what  they ' l l  do."  '

As Atrder ton sees i t , ,  "Some-

body has to take resPonsib i l i tY -
f o r  an  unsa fe  a rea .  The  c i t 'Y
says,  'We're not  tak ing resPonsi -
bility and we have an agreemeht
wi th the ra i l road that  theY are
responsible.' "

So how wi l . : l  th is  mAtter  be
resolved?

"We prefer; to negotiate with
thein rather than fi l ing:a l 'hw-
sui i , "  Anderton said.  "But  we
can do that."

- Sce CROSSING, puge 2


